K KALYAM KEISHNA KUMAR
B Mjxpsinds

unja Rajitha (19), a

young sprinter from

the remote tribal vil-

lage of Ramachan-

drapuram in Koona-

waram mandal, Alluri

Sitorema Raju (ASR}

district, has made headlines by

winning gold in the women's

Awdiiim relay at the 26th Asian

Athletics Championships held
in Gumi, South Korea

Her rise from poverty to the

eontinentnl siiee is o testmment

to perseverance and the trans-

formative power of opporiuni-
tw Born into 8 family of mi-
grant workers who relocated
from Chhattisgerh to Andhra
Pradesh four decades ago, Ra-
jithn ie the youngest of six sib-
lings, She lost her father, Ma-
riah, when she was just
H-year-old, and was raised hy
her mother, Bhadramma, un-
dor finencisl constraints.

Her athletic tulant came to
light st Arrupe High School in
KEatukaspalli, run by the Loynla
Integrated Tribal Development
Society {LITDS) in Chintoar
mandal. It was here that Fr
Yesu Ratnam noticed her po-

025

tenitial when she was in Class
VIL “8he has speed and focus. 1
saw a spark in her " he recalled
Eneouraged by him, Rajitha be-
gan competing in school-level
events, winning her first 100m
race in Ai16,

After school, she pursued In-
termediate at CK Junior Cal-
lege, Mongalagiri, and later
joined SAAP{Sporis Authority
of Andhra Pradesh) in Nellore
in 2018, Trained by coarhes
Viimsi Kiran and Krishna Mo-
han, she continued to excel de-
spite challenges such as finan-
pizl hardship and delay in
obtrining vaste certificate.

TSIDE

Her breekthrough came at
the 2020 Ehelo India School
mes in Guwehati, where she
won silver in the U-17 girls
A00m with a thiming of 5761 sec-
onds. The performance sarned
her o place in the national
camp. After the closure of the
Tenvic Centre of Excellence in
Guntur during Covid pandem-
ic, she trained briefly under Ja-
maican coach Mic Rassel be-
fore being picked up by the
Caopi Chand's Mythri Founda-
tion in Hyderabad.

Under the mentorship of
Dronacharya swardes Nagopu-
ri Ramesh, she continued her
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Rajitha from ASR wins gold in 4x400m relay at Asian Athletics Championships, says her dream is to win an Olympic medal

training while enrolling fora B
Com at SEM University-AF She
later moved to the SAT comp in
Kergln, traiming under Jamni-
can coach Jerry Her perform-
ances led toher salection in the
national women's relay squad.

Atthe Asipn Championships
in Gumi, Rejitha ran along=ide
her teemmates tn secure a gold
medal for India in the 4=400m
relay Spesking to TNIE over
the phone from South Korea,
she snid, “It's a proud moment.
I'thank SATfor belleving in me.
My dream is to win an Olympic
medal for India in 2(258." Ra
jitha has represented Indis in

international
meets twice be-
fore and has
waon mednls in
multiple natinnal and South In-
dian competitions. Despite her
achievements, financial diffi-
culties remain. "We are proud
af her, hut she needs povern-
ment suppart o continue her
journey,” said her brothar
Jogaish.

SRM University-AP Vice-
Chancellor Prof Ma
ra said, "Rejitha reflects our
vision of holistic student de-
velopment. We are proud to
supporl her aspirntions. "
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